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In a televised interview broadcast nationwide on Nov. 27, President Miguel de la Madrid spoke
candidly on his six years as president, and other issues, including the "attitudes" of foreign
correspondents in Mexico. The interview was considered to be de la Madrid's last as president.
On Dec. 1, Carlos Salinas de Gortari assumes power. De la Madrid said that in his view foreign
correspondents' reporting on Mexican affairs has often been marked by "excess," and a "lack of
objectivity." An example of foreign journalists' excess, said the president, was the fact that for a
period of several months it appeared as if Mexicans were the only guilty parties behind global
drug trafficking. On problems of objectivity, de la Madrid said: "Foreign correspondents have a
certain superiority complex with respect to Mexicans. Sometimes they are bitter people, and for
some reason do not get along well with us." The president continued by stating that Mexicans
do not have "complexes" of superiority or inferiority, but that it "does irritate us when we are
treated as inferiors, especially in the area of race." Regarding his administration, de la Madrid
mentioned that the past six years were "difficult" ones for nearly all Mexicans in several aspects.
For instance, the country experienced a string of natural disasters and major accidents, such as
explosions of gasoline and natural gas deposits, causing the loss of hundreds of lives, numerous
injuries and substantial material damages. Among other things, he mentioned the 1985 earthquake
that devastated a large portion of downtown Mexico City, and Hurricane Gilbert in 1987 which
"destroyed a large part of the country's tourism infrastructure." While the earthquake created
enormous problems for his administration, de la Madrid's popularity rating shot upwards in its
aftermath. De la Madrid personally directed the government's herculean rescue efforts, and he
was often seen alongside rescue workers crawling through the heaps of rubble. De la Madrid, who
assumed power in December 1982, inherited the worst economic crisis experienced by Mexico in the
previous 50 years, and a nearly $100 billion foreign debt. At his inauguration, de la Madrid said that
the first few months of his administration would be arduous and difficult. His statement appeared
to be a prophecy for the next six years: Mexico's financial problems continued throughout, and the
standard of living for average Mexicans plummeted. In the interview, de la Madrid summarized
the situation as follows: "The crisis was not favorable to my administration." On Dec. 1, said de
la Madrid, his greatest satisfaction will be to hand over the reins of government with peace and
individual liberties for all Mexicans intact. In contrast, his greatest disappointment is that he was
not able to preside over an improvement in Mexicans' social welfare conditions. In the 1982-1988
period, the Mexican peso was devalued on several occasions, fees and taxes on social services were
created and increased, resulting in a substantial decline of low-income persons' purchasing power.
Average wages declined substantially in the past six years, and inflation surpassed 100% at certain
stages during de la Madrid's administration. Regarding "moral renovation," a central theme of his
election campaign, de la Madrid said his government did not seek to prosecute individuals in a spirit
of revenge, and former government employees were taken to court only when his administration
had sufficient evidence to do so. A total of about 30 former public employees faced corruption or
embezzlement charges. Few high-level officials actually faced trial. Two exceptions were Jorge
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Diaz Serrano, former president of the state oil conglomerate, Petroleos Mexicanos, and Arturo
Durazo, former police chief of Mexico City. Diaz Serrano, accused of embezzling close to $34 million,
was recently released from prison on bail. Unnamed official sources cited by AP said that most of
the public employees implicated in fraud and embezzlement of government funds had not been
arrested. (Basic data from AP, 11/27/88)
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